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~St. Stephen’s Mission Statement~ 
Sharing God’s love and bringing hope through ministry and service. 

 
 
 

 
The 13th Sunday after Pentecost  

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
August 27, 2023 

 
PRELUDE:  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”      Mary McDonald 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Entrance Rite 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN: The God of Abraham praise             H 401 Leoni 
Sing verses 1, 3, 4, 5 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION        (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PURITY         (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
GLORY TO GOD          (BCP p. 356) 
The following is said, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY        (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth 
your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the LORD. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 4Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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PSALM: Psalm 138 
Remain seated. 

 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, * 
  because of your love and faithfulness; 
 3for you have glorified your Name * 
  and your word above all things. 
 4When I called, you answered me; * 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 5All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
 6They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 
  that great is the glory of the LORD. 
 7Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 
  he perceives the haughty from afar. 
 8Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
  your right hand shall save me. 
 9The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 
  O LORD, your love endures for ever; 
  do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN: Take my life, and let it be       H 707 Hollingside 
All stand. 

Sing verse 1 before the Gospel; sing verse 2 after the Gospel 

 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON            The Rev. Annette Chappell 
 
THE CREED            (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Kneel as you are able 
 

Celebrant: I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Therefore let us come humbly before 
God, saying, “Our help is in your name, O Lord; deal well with us.” 
 

Litanist: Generous God, you have graciously given the members of your Church diverse gifts: may we, 
who are many, function in this world as the one body of your Son Jesus Christ.  (Silence) Our help is in your 
name, O Lord; 
People: Deal well with us. 
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Litanist: God of the nations, mysterious and unexpected are the instruments of your salvation. Give us 
eyes to see your work in the lives of the most humble servants and the grandest royalty. Bless all those who put 
their trust in you. (Silence) Our help is in your name, O Lord; 
People: Deal well with us. 
 

Litanist: Great God, the maker of heaven and earth, bring forth fruits in due season. May all the people of 
the world experience the blessing of sun and rain and harvest. (Silence) Our help is in your name, O Lord; 
People: Deal well with us. 
 

Litanist: Caring God, give to the people of our region sober judgment. May each member of our 
community live in light of the great mercy you have shown us.  We give thanks for the ministries of those in the 
fellowship of faith in our diocese:  St. James’ Church, Parkton; St. Mark’s on-the-Hill, Pikesville; and Trinity 
Church, Long Green; and in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, our companion diocese of Puerto Rico and Hong 
Kong Sheng Kung Hui. (Silence) Our help is in your name, O Lord; 
People: Deal well with us. 
 

Litanist: Lord God, be on the side of those in need of our prayers. May the sick and sorrowful not be 
overwhelmed but, instead, find freedom in you, especially Cheryl, Joan Langenfeld, Jean Sunday, Bette, Chuck 
Sands, Nancy, Joe, Toni Hoffer, Phil Hoge, Eloise Hendrixson, Mary and Scott Vining, Loretta March, Mae, 
Earnie Curles, Lindsey Tsouronis, Karyn Linden, Judy Doneiko, Susan DiPaula, Heather Barna, Joanne 
Coughlin, David Burchette, and those we name with our lips or in our hearts; those who have been deployed 
and put in harm’s way to defend our country, especially Nicholas Van Wagoner; and those who work for the 
safety of our communities and the security of our country. (Silence) Our help is in your name, O Lord; 
People: Deal well with us. 
 

Litanist: Almighty God, you have promised through your beloved Son that not even the gates of Hades 
will prevail against the people of your redeeming. May all of the dead find comfort in your heavenly kingdom. 
(Silence) Our help is in your name, O Lord; 
People: Deal well with us. 
 
This copyright material is taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa and is used with permission. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN          (BCP p. 359) 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE            (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BIRTHDAY/ ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
O God, our times are in your hand: look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year.  
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 
lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION: Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

OFFERTORY: “Happy Are They Who Walk With the Lord”            Daniel Gawthrop 
 
DOXOLOGY            H 380 Old 100th, v. 3 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving         (BCP p. 361) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The People stand or kneel. 
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The Celebrant continues           (BCP p. 362) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues                     (BCP p. 363) 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
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FRACTION ANTHEM         (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: Glorious things of thee are spoken     H 522 Austria 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER         (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

Christ who has nourished us with himself, the living bread, make you one in praise and love, and raise you up at 
the last day, and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you 
for ever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: The Church's one foundation       H 525 Aurelia 

 
 

DISMISSAL            (BCP p. 366) 
  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE: “Grand Chorus”               Cesar Frank, arr. Michael Ryan 
  “Jubilation”                    Jason D. Payne 
 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #400617-M.  
All rights reserved. Hymn permission used by Rite Song.  A one-time reprint license for congregational use. 

 
  

Thank you to the Rev. Dr. David Thayer for providing music for our worship service. 
 

And thanks go out to Mother Annette for celebrating our Eucharist Service today. 
  

 
 


